
PLANTS AND TREES OF THE SOUTHWEST rev. 3/20/2018

Class Scientific name Common Names
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I Acacia aneura mulga

II Acacia berlandieri Guajillo

I Acacia farnesiana sweet acacia

II Acacia greggii cat claw acacia

II Acacia redolens prostrate acacia, freeway bush

I Acacia salicina weeping acacia

I Acacia stenophylla shoestring acacia

II Acca sellowiana pineapple guava, (Feijoa sellowiana )

I Agave americana century plant

I Agave angustifolia  var. variegata Maguey lechugilla

I Agave desmettiana smooth agave

I Agave geminiflora none

II Agave victoriae-reginae Queen Victoria agave

I Agave vilmorniana octopus agave

II Afrocarpus gracilior yew pine

I Aloe barbadensis medicinal aloe

II Aloe ferox cape aloe

II Aloe x 'Blue Elf'  'Blue Elf'

II Ambrosia deltoidea bursage

II Anisacanthus quadrifidus var. wrightii desert honeysuckle

II Antigonon leptopus queen’s wreath, coral vine

II Aristida purpurea purple threeawn 

II Asclepias subulata desert milkweed

II
Asparagus densiflorus  'Sprengeri'; A. 

densiflorus ‘ Meyers’
asparagus fern, foxtail fern

II Baccharis sarothroides desert broom, dwarf varieties

II Bahiopsis parishii goldeneye, (Viguiera )

II Bauhinia lunarioides or B. congesta Texas plume; anacacho orchid tree

I Bougainvillea spp. bougainvillea; many cvs

II Brachychiton populneus bottle tree, Kurrajong
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II Brahea armata Mexican blue fan palm

II Buddleja marrubiifolia butterfly bush

II Bulbine frutescens bulbine (yellow or orange)

I Caesalpinia cacalaco cascalote

I Caesalpinia gilliesii Mexican bird of paradise

I Caesalpina mexicana yellow bird of paradise

I Caesalpinia pulcherrima red bird of paradise 

I Caesalpinia pulcherrima X C. palmeri C. hybrid 'Sierra Sun'

I Calliandra californica Baja fairy duster

I Calliandra eriophylla fairy duster

II Campsis radicans trumpet creeper vine

I Carissa macrocarpa natal plum; many cvs

II Carnegiea gigantea saguaro

II Carprobrotus edulis ice plants: many spp and cvs

II Cascabela thevetia yellow oleander, lucky nut tree (Thevetia )

II Cercis canadensis var. mexicana Mexican redbud

I Chamaerops humilis Mediterranean fan palm

II Chilopsis linearis desert willow; many cvs

II Chiltalpa tashkentensis chitalpa

I Chrysactinia mexicana damianita

II Cissus trifoliata Arizona grape ivy

II Citrus spp. citrus; many spp, cvs

I Convolvulus cneorum bush morning glory

II Cordia boissieri Texas olive

II Cordia parvifolia little leaf cordia

I Corymbia papuana ghost gum eucalyptus

II Cuphea llavea bat-faced cuphea

II Cupressus arizonica rough barked Az cypress 

II Cupressus sempervirens columnar or Italian cypress

I Cycas revoluta sago palm, cycad

II Cylindropuntia bigelovii teddy bear cholla

I Dalbergia sissoo sissoo tree, Indian rosewood

II Dalea frutescens black dalea
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II Dalea greggii trailing dalea

II Dalea pulchra indigo bush

II Dasylirion acrotrichum green desert spoon, green sotol

II Dasylirion quadrangulatum Mexican grass tree

I Dasylirion wheeleri desert spoon,sotol

II Dietes bicolor fortnight lily, African lily

II Dietes vegata  African lily, (Dietes irrioides )

I Dodonaea viscosa green hopbush,  purple hopseed

I Dolichandra unguis-cati cat’s claw vine

II Drosanthemum floribundum rosea ice plant

II Ebenopsis ebano Texas ebony

I Echinocactus grusonii golden barrel

I Encelia farinosa brittlebush

II Epilobium canum hummingbird flower, (Zauschneria )

II Eremophila hygrophana blue bells

I Eremophila maculata emu bush, 'Valentine,' 

II Ericameria laricifolia turpentine bush

I Eucalyptus  microtheca coolibah

I Eucalyptus polyanthemos silver dollar gum

I Eucalyptus spathulata narrow-leaf gimlet

I Eucalyptus torquata coral gum

II Euonymus japonicus evergreen euonymus; many cvs

I Euphorbia antisyphilitica candelilla

II Euphorbia rigida gopher plant

II Euryops pectinatus euryops daisy, golden bush daisy

II Ficus carica common edible fig

I Ficus microcarpa nitida Indian laurel fig

II Ficus pumila creeping fig

I Fouquieria splendens ocotillo

II Fraxinus uhdei Mexican ash, evergreen ash, Shamel ash

I Fraxinus velutina Arizona ash; various cultivars available

II Gardenia jasminoides gardenia; many  cvs.

II Gaura lindheimeri gaura, wand flower
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II Gazania spp. gazania, many cvs

II Gelsemium sempervirens Carolina jessamine

II Glandularia gooddingii Goodding verbena (Verbena gooddingii)

II Gleditsia triancanthos inermis honey locust

II Guaiacum coulteri guayacan

II Hamelia patens fire bush

II Hedera canariensis Algerian ivy

I Hesperaloe parviflora red yucca, also yellow flowered 

II Hibiscus rosa-sinensis Chinese hibiscus; many cvs.

II Ilex vomitoria ‘Stokes’ holly-dwarf var., yaupon holly

I Jacaranda mimosifolia jacaranda

II Jasminum laurifolium var. laurifolium angelwing jasmine

II Jasminum sambac Arabian jasmine

II Juniperus spp. juniper; many spp, cvs

I Justicia californica chuparosa

I Justicia spicigera Mexican honeysuckle

II Lagerstroemia indica crape myrtle; many cvs

I Lantana spp. lantana hybrid

I Lantana montevidensis purple trailing lantana

I Larrea tridentata creosote bush

I Leucophyllum candidum silver leaf sage

I Leucophyllum frutescens Texas sage

I Leucophyllum laevigatum Chihuahuan sage

II Leucophyllum langmaniae  'Rio Bravo'

I Leucophyllum pruniosum bubble gum sage

II Leucophyllum zygophyllum  'Cimmaron'

II Lonicera japonica Hall’s honeysuckle

II Lysiloma watsonii feather bush

II Marginatocereus marginatus Mexican fence post

I Mariosousa willardiana palo blanco

I Melaleuca viminalis dwarf, weeping bottlebrush, 'Little John', 'Captain Cook'

II Mesembryanthemum cordifolium hearts & flowers, (Aptenia)

I Muhlenbergia capillaris 'Regal Mist' hairy awn muhly
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I Muhlenbergia rigens deer grass 

II Muhlenbergia rigida purple muhly, 'Nashville'

I Myoporum parvifolium trailing myoporum

II
Myrtus communis M. communis ‘Boetica’ 

and ‘Compacta’
true myrtle,  twisted myrtle; compact myrtle

II Nandina domestica nandina, heavenly bamboo; many cvs

I Nerium oleander standard oleander and dwarf varieties

II Nolina microcarpa bear grass

II Oenothera caespitosa tufted evening primrose

II Oenothera speciosa  var. berlandieri Mexican evening primrose, many species

I Olea europaea olive; many cvs

I Olneya tesota desert ironwood, tesota

I Opuntia spp. prickly pear, many species

II Pachycereus schotti senita

II Pachycereus schotti ‘Monstrosus’ totem pole

II Pandorea jasminoides Bower vine

II Parkinsonia aculeata Mexican palo verde, Jerusalem thorn

I Parkinsonia florida blue palo verde

I Parkinsonia hybrid thornless cultivars 'Desert Museum', 'Desert 

I Parkinsonia microphylla littleleaf or foothills palo verde

I Parkinsonia praecox palo brea

I Pennisetum setaceum purple fountain grass

II Penstemon eatonii firecracker penstemon

II Penstemon palmeri scented penstemon

II Penstemon parryi Perry's penstemon

II Penstemon pseudospectabilis desert beard penstemon

II Penstemon thurberi Chihuahuan desert penstemon

I Phoenix canariensis Canary Island date palm

I Phoenix dactylifera date palm; many cvs

II Pinus canariensis  Canary Island pine

I Pinus brutia var. eldarica Afghan pine 

I Pinus halepensis Aleppo pine

I Pistacia chinensis Chinese pistache, Red Push
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II Pistacia lentiscus mastic

II Pittosporum tobira Japanese mock orange, tobira; several cvs

II Platanus wrightii Arizona sycamore

II Plumbago auriculata cape plumbago 

II Plumbago scandens white plumbago

II Podranea ricasoliana pink trumpet vine

I Prosopis alba Argentine mesquite

I Prosopis chilensis Chilean mesquite

I Prosopis glandulosa honey mesquite

I Prosopis hybrid (P. alba x P. chiliensis) South American hybrid mesquite

I Prosopis velutina Arizona mesquite

II Prunus cerasifera purple leaf plum, flowering plum

II Prunus spp. peach, plum, etc…

II Punica granatum pomegranate; several small cultivars

II Pyracantha spp. pyracantha, firethorn; many spp and cvs

II Quercus suber cork oak

I Quercus virginiana southern live oak

II Rhaphiolepis indica Indian hawthorn; many cvs

II Rosa banksiae Tombstone rose; lady banks rose

I
Rosmarinus officinalis; R. officinalis 

‘Prostratus’
rosemary, upright and trailing, many varieties

I Ruellia peninsularis Baja ruellia

I Ruellia simplex
purple ruellia, 'Katie' (purple), 'Chi Chi' (pink)            

(R. bittoniana )

II Russellia equisetiformis coral fountain

II Salvia chamaedryoides germander sage

II Salvia clevelandii California blue sage

II Salvia greggii autumn sage

II Salvia leucantha Mexican sage

II Schinus molle California pepper

II Searsia lancea African sumac

II Senna artemisioides filifolia threadleaf senna, green cassia

I Senna artemisioides oligophylla outback senna

II Senna artemisioides petiolaris silvery senna
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I Senna artemisioides x artemisioides feathery senna, feathery cassia

I Simmondsia chinensis jojoba, goatnut

I Sophora secundiflora sophora, Texas mountain laurel, mescal bean

II Sphagneticola trilobata yellow dot

II Strelitzia reginae African bird-of-paradise, tropical bird

II Syagrus romanzoffianum queen palm

II Tagetes lemmonii mountain marigold

I Tecoma alata orange jubilee, orange bells

II Tecoma capensis cape honeysuckle

I Tecoma stans yellow bells, also an orange variety

I Tetraneuris acaulis Angelita daisy, (Hymenoxys )

II Teucrium chamaedrys germander

I Tipuana tipu tipu tree

II Trachelospermum asiaticum dwarf star jasmine; asiatic jasmine

II Trachelospermum jasminoides star jasmine

I Ulmus parvifolia Chinese elm

II Vauquelinia californica Arizona rosewood

II Verbena rigida sandpaper verbena

II Vinca major periwinkle vine

I Vitex agnus-castus lilac chaste tree, monk pepper tree

I Washingtonia filifera California fan palm

I Washingtonia robusta Mexican fan palm

II Xylosma congesta xylosma

I Yucca elata soap tree yucca 

I Yucca recurvifolia curve leaf yucca

II Zephyranthes candida white rain lily

II Zephyranthes minuta pink rain lily
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