
 

Learn about the accent plants you see around you everyday! 

 

 

Plants and Trees of the Southwest  
Accents, Succulents, & Cacti 

Used in the Landscape 

Photos and text shared by Dr. Chris Martin Professor of Sustainable Horticulture Arizona State University 



Aloe ferox 
cape aloe 
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Aloe x 
‘Blue Elf’ 
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desertflower.wordpress.com 



Aristida purpurea 
purple threeawn 
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Asparagus densiflorus 
asparagus fern, foxtail fern 
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‘Sprengeri’ ‘Meyers’ 



Aclepias subulata 
desert milkweed 
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Bulbine frutescens 
bulbine  
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Carnegiea gigantea 
saguaro 
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Cuphea llavea 
bat-faced cuphea 
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Dasylirion acrotrichum 
green desert spoon 
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Dasylirion quadrangulatum 
Mexican grass tree 
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Dietes bicolor 
fortnight lily 
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Dietes vegata 
African lily 
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Formerly Dietes irrioides 



Euphorbia rigida 
gopher plant 
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Gaura lindheimeri 
gaura, wand flower 
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Gazania spp. 
gazania 
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Marginatocereus marginatus 
Mexican fence post 
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Formerly Stenocereus marginatus  



Muhlenbergia rigida 
purple muhly or ‘Nashville’ 
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Nolina microcarpa 
bear grass 
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Pachycereus schottii 
senita or whisker cactus 
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Pachycereus schottii ‘Monstrosus’ 

totem pole 
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Penstemon eatonii 
firecracker penstemon 
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Penstemon palmeri 
scented penstemon 
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Penstemon parryi 
Perry’s penstemon  
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Penstemon pseudospectabilis 
desert beard penstemon 
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Penstemon thurberi 
Chihuahuan desert penstemon 
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Strelitzia reginae 
African bird-of-paradise 
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Tagetes lemmonii 
mountain marigold 
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Zephyranthes candida 
white rain lily  
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Zephyranthes minuta  
pink rain lily 
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Formerly Zephyranthes grandiflora  


